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SUBJECT: IOC 9TH ASSEMBLY DECISION ON ARABIC LANGUAGE: 
IMPLEMENTATION POSTPONED 

1. COMPROMISE DRAFT RESOLUTION WHICH EFFECTIVELY 
POSTPONES DECISION ON IMPLEMENTATION OF ARABIC AS AN IOC 
WORKING LANGUAGE TO NEXT IOC ASSEMBLY IN 1977, WAS 
ADOPTED NOVEMBER 4 BY VOTE OF 48 IN FAVOR TO NONE 
AGAINST TO TWO ABSTENTIONS (US, SOUTH AFRICA). TEXT 
"INSTRUCTS" IOC EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TO PRESENT TO NEXT 

IOC EXECUTIVE COUNCIL A PLAN FOR "GRADUAL IMPLEMENTATION" 

OF ARABIC. OPERATIVE PARAS ALSO A) DIRECT ("INVITES") 

UNESCO DG TO "CONSIDER" INCREASING IOC BUDGET UNDER 
REGULAR PROGRAM TO MEET FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF 
IMPLEMENTATION; AND B) CALLS UPON ("INVITES") ARAB 
STATES "TO HELP DEFRAY" COSTS BY CONTRIBUTING TO IOC 
TRUST FUND. 

2. ARABS, REPRESENTED BY EGYPT.DELETED A FINAL OPERATIVE PARA 
IN INITIAL DRAFT RESOLUTION TEXT, WHICH PROVIDED FOR 
IMMEDIATE DECISION "SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY OF SUFFICIENT 
FUNDS" TO AMEND IOC RULES OF PROCEDURE TO INCLUDE ARABIC, 

TO REPLACE WITH PARA DECIDING TO "REFER MATTER" TO THE 
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FROM FRG MOVE, SECONDED BY US ALONE, TO OVERRULE 
CHAIR'S RULING TO HAVE VOTE ON ORIGINAL TEXT IN 
ORDER TO CALL FOR OPINION FROM UNESCO LEGAL ADVISER ON 
TEXT S LEGALITY. 

3. COMPROMISE TEXT SUFFICIENTLY SATISFACTORY TO WEO’S, 
INCLUDING SCANDINAVIA AND EXCEPTING FRANCE, WHICH HAD 
ALONG WITH US ADVISED ARABS IN CORRIDORS THAT COST 
IMPLICATIONS PRECLUDED ACCEPTANCE OF ARABIC AS WORKING 
LANGUAGE. ARABS FAILED BY 10 VOTES ON NOVEMBER 3 TO 
GAIN 44 VOTE MAJORITY OF IOC MEMBER STATES-AS DISTINCT 
FROM MAJORITY OF ONLY THOSE VOTING-TO AMEND RULES OF 
PROCEDURE OUTRIGHT FOR IMMEDIATE INCLUSION OF ARABIC AS 
AN IOC WORKING LANGUAGE. COUNT OF INSUFFICIENT "AYE" 
VOTES INDICATED NO NEED FOR OPPOSING VOTE ON NOVEMBER 3 
MEASURE AND US JOINED 18 OTHERS ABSTAINING. 

4. US POSITION CLEARLY STATED FOR IOC ASSEMBLY RECORD 
AND ALSO CLEARLY REGISTERED IN PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS 
WITH ARABS WHO, THROUGH EGYPT AND TUNISIA, EXPRESSED 
DESIRE TO AVOID CONFRONTATION WITH US AND OTHER NON BLOC 
BIG DONORS. 

5. COMMENT: NOVEMBER 4 COMPROMISE MEASURE WAS BEST 
OBTAINABLE FROM US STANDPOINT BUT DELEGATION ABSTAINED, 
JOINED ONLY BY SOUTH AFRICA, IN LIGHT STANDING 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
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